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Introduction

Historically, the Arab region has seen periods of both vibrant journalism and

stifled freedom of speech. The Arab Spring, which was also known as the Arab Uprisings

or Arab Revolutions, refers to a series of pro-democracy protests, uprisings, and political

movements that swept across several countries in the Arab world in the early 2010s.

These movements were characterized by demands for political reform, greater civil

liberties, and the removal of autocratic rulers, and it serves as a pivotal historical

moment. During these uprisings, journalists played a crucial role in documenting events,

shaping public discourse, and demanding political change. However, the same period also

highlighted the immense dangers faced by journalists working in volatile environments.

Notable examples include the self-immolation of Mohamed Bouazizi in Tunisia, which

ignited the Arab Spring, and the extensive media coverage of protests and government

responses in Egypt, Syria, and Libya.

In the contemporary era, the Arab region grapples with a multitude of challenges.

Authoritarian governments, political instability, and censorship are prominent issues. For

instance, the Syrian Civil War, which began in 2011, resulted in significant restrictions on

freedom of speech and an array of human rights abuses, including violence against

journalists. In addition, governments in countries like Saudi Arabia have faced criticism

for the imprisonment and mistreatment of journalists critical of the regime.
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The advent of the internet and social media platforms has reshaped journalism in

the Arab region. While these platforms have extended the reach of free expression, they

have also given rise to concerns about the proliferation of disinformation and

misinformation. The Arab Spring provides an example of how social media platforms

were instrumental in mobilizing people and disseminating information. However, the

same platforms have been criticized for spreading false or unverified information, leading

to potentially misleading narratives and misinformation, as observed during the uprising

in Syria.

International organizations consistently rank many Arab nations poorly in terms of

press freedom. These rankings are indicative of the challenges faced by journalists in

these regions. For example, Reporters Without Borders has consistently ranked countries

such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Syria low in terms of press freedom. This reflects the

systematic suppression of journalists and limitations on free expression in these nations.

The international community, represented by organizations like the United Nations

and regional entities, plays a pivotal role in advocating for press freedom. However,

discussions surrounding international intervention in domestic affairs raise complex

questions concerning national sovereignty and universal values. For instance, the United

Nations has been involved in peacekeeping efforts in regions like Syria and Yemen.

However, the issue of sovereignty versus international intervention remains contentious

and complex.

The question of liberation in journalism and freedom of speech in the Arab Region

is a multifaceted issue with historical roots and contemporary relevance. It demands our

collective attention to ensure that freedom of speech remains a fundamental right honored

throughout the Arab world.
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Definition of Key Terms:

Journalism

Journalism is the activity of gathering, assessing, creating, and presenting news

and information. It is also the product of these activities.

Liberation

Liberation refers to the action of setting someone free from imprisonment, slavery,

or oppression. It also refers to freedom from limits on thought or behavior.

Freedom of speech

Freedom of speech is the power or right to express one’s opinions without

censorship, restraint, or legal penalty.

Press freedom

Freedom of the press or freedom of the media is the fundamental principle that

communication and expression through various media, including printed and electronic

media, especially published materials, should be considered a right to be exercised freely.

ICIJ

The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) is an independent

global network of 280 investigative journalists and over 140 media organizations

spanning more than 100 countries.

ARIJ

ARIJ stands for the Applied Research Institute - Jerusalem and Arab Reporters for

Investigative Journalism.
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Arab Spring

The Arab Spring, which began in 2010, was a significant turning point in the

history of journalism and freedom of speech in the Arab region.

Independent Media Institute (IMI)

A nonprofit organization that educates the public through a diverse array of

independent media projects and programs.

Key Issues

Unstable Environments and Conflict Zones

Journalists in the Arab region often work in areas of conflict or political unrest.

This puts them under great danger, and makes it difficult for them to provide accurate

reports. They face threats, intimidation, or violence while trying to gather information.

The Arab region is considered one of the most dangerous theaters of operation for

journalists due to the context of instability. Journalists often face denial of visas and

restrictions to movement in, across or out of conflict zones and they face violence leading

to injuries and even death. The Arab Spring has made journalism a deadlier profession in

many of these countries.

Absence of Clear Laws

In many Arab countries, there are no clear laws that protect journalists or

guarantee freedom of the press. This legal ambiguity can lead to arbitrary arrests,

censorship, and other forms of repression. Journalists may also face legal repercussions

for their work, including fines, imprisonment, or even death. Governments in the Arab

region often exert significant control over media outlets. This can lead to biased reporting

and a lack of diverse viewpoints. Many countries in the region lack legal protection for
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human rights, and the rule of law is undermined by a lack of independent judiciary. This

legal ambiguity can lead to arbitrary arrests, censorship, and other forms of repression.

Due to fear of government reprisals, individuals may engage in self-censorship, avoiding

certain topics or perspectives.

Education and Training

While there have been advancements in journalism education in the Arab region,

there is still a need for more comprehensive and practical training. Many journalism

programs focus on theory rather than practical skills, leaving graduates ill-prepared for

the realities of the profession. The field of journalism is constantly evolving with the

advent of new technologies and platforms. Journalists need to adapt to these changes by

learning new skills such as digital storytelling, data journalism, and social media

management. However, access to training and resources can be a challenge.

Online Surveillance and Censorship

Free speech has been largely censored in the Middle East for years, through

suppression/removal of online content, spying on dissidents, activists, or journalists

critical of their government, and arbitrary detention. These actions, along with internet

restrictions including website closures and blackouts, curb the proliferation of free

speech, particularly on social media platforms.

Cybercrime Laws

All of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries feature cybercrime laws that govern

legitimate crimes such as identity theft and hacking, but these laws often target online

speech as well. The use of cybercrime laws shows the increased attention Gulf

governments are paying to online speech.
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Major Parties Involved:

Egypt

Egypt is a critical player in discussions on journalism and freedom of speech in the

Arab Region. It has one of the most extensive and diverse media landscapes in the region,

with a long history of journalism and media institutions. However, it has also faced

considerable challenges related to press freedom. The Egyptian government, under

President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, has implemented restrictive measures on journalists,

media organizations, and social media users. Understanding Egypt's approach to media

regulation and its impact on press freedom is pivotal, as it demonstrates the challenges

faced by a nation attempting to balance national security concerns with the principles of

free speech.

Tunisia

Tunisia is often cited as a beacon of hope for press freedom in the Arab world,

especially following the 2011 Tunisian Revolution. It has made significant strides in

promoting free speech and ensuring the independence of the media. The country's

journey from a repressive regime to a relatively open democratic system is a model of

positive change in the region. Tunisia's approach to journalism and freedom of speech

serves as an inspiring example for other Arab nations, highlighting the importance of

political will, legal reforms, and civil society in fostering a more open media landscape.

Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia is a critical player in the Arab region, and its approach to journalism

and freedom of speech has far-reaching implications. As one of the wealthiest and most

influential nations in the Arab world, Saudi Arabia's media landscape, including outlets

like Al Arabiya and Al Jazeera, significantly influences the broader regional discourse.

However, the country has been criticized for its suppression of free speech and press
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freedom, including the imprisonment of journalists and activists. The murder of journalist

Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul in 2018 brought international

attention to Saudi Arabia's treatment of journalists and highlighted the challenges faced

by those who seek to speak truth to power.

Syria

Syria has been embroiled in a devastating civil war since 2011. The conflict has

had severe implications for journalism and freedom of speech. The Syrian government,

led by President Bashar al-Assad, has been widely criticized for its suppression of free

expression. Journalists and activists reporting on the war face extreme risks, including

imprisonment, torture, and even death. Many have been forced into exile to continue their

work. In areas controlled by various factions, including extremist groups, journalists may

be targeted, leading to self-censorship and restricted reporting. The Syrian conflict raises

crucial questions about the role of media in conflict zones, citizen journalism, and the

global responsibility to protect journalists working in high-risk environments

Qatar

Qatar is home to Al Jazeera, one of the most prominent and influential news

networks in the Arab world. Al Jazeera has played a significant role in shaping regional

and global political discourse, providing a platform for a variety of perspectives. It has

been praised for its extensive coverage, including reporting on the Arab Spring and other

major events in the region. However, Qatar itself has faced criticism for its media

landscape. While Al Jazeera projects an image of promoting free speech, Qatar has been

accused of limiting domestic press freedom. There have been instances of journalists

being targeted and arrested. This duality in Qatar's approach to media raises questions

about the consistency of press freedom principles and the influence of media outlets in

shaping regional dynamics.
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Turkey

Turkey, straddling the line between the Arab and non-Arab worlds, is a country

with a complex political landscape. In recent years, Turkey has faced growing concerns

regarding press freedom. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's government has cracked

down on journalists and media organizations perceived as critical. This has led to the

imprisonment of numerous journalists and the closure of independent news outlets. The

situation has raised questions about the relationship between democracy and press

freedom, as Turkey, as a NATO member and EU candidate, grapples with challenges

related to democratic values, media independence, and freedom of expression.

Development of Issue/Timeline:

Date Event Outcome

19th century The emergence

of journalism as a

profession in the

Arab region

The emergence of Arab journalism was an outcome

of Arab-European interactions. The evolution of

journalism transformed how some Arab countries

viewed and dealt with news and journalism with the

establishment of newspapers and presses in Iraq,

Egypt, and Syria under Ottoman rule.

1939 Establishment of

Journalism

course

The Egyptian Higher Press Institute, considered the

first institution to offer mass-communication

courses, was established. The institute likely

contributed to improving the quality of journalism

by providing structured education and training for

aspiring journalists. It also helped create a
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professional community of journalists who share

common values and standards.

1954 Institute

development

The institute developed into a more academic unit

that offered bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees

in communication and journalism.

1969 The small unit

giving degrees in

communication

and journalism

evolved into the

independent

media unit

This evolution allowed for a more comprehensive

approach to journalism education, integrating

academic learning with practical experiences. It also

marked a step towards greater independence in

media education, away from state control and

influence.

1974 The unit became

the first faculty

of Mass

communication

in the middle east

This evolution also coincided with a period of

significant research on mass communication effects,

linking the uses and gratifications approach with

content analysis, audience research, social and

media criticism, and literature on popular culture.

This period saw a shift towards understanding the

roles of the media in reinforcing traditional values,

providing feedback for performance of social roles,

and satisfying creative and recreational impulses.

2010-2011 Arab Spring This period saw the rise of citizen journalism, where

ordinary individuals used social media platforms to

document compelling scenes of repression and

revolution. However, it also led to new challenges

that continue to affect the region today.
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Post 2011 Aftermath of

Arab Spring

Many governments in the region renewed their

efforts to curb dissident voices due to renewed

security concerns. This has led to a regression in

freedom of speech in many countries.

Present Day Journalism and

Freedom of

Speech in the

modern era

Despite advancements in journalism education and

the rise of digital media, journalists in the Arab

region still face significant challenges such as

government influence, self-censorship, and working

in unstable environments. Freedom of speech in the

Arab region continues to face significant challenges

including government influence, self-censorship,

online surveillance and censorship, and restrictive

cybercrime laws.

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue:

International Advocacy and Diplomacy

International actors, including the United Nations, regional organizations, and

individual countries, have played a critical role in advocating for press freedom in the

Arab region. Diplomatic pressure, statements, and reports by these entities have sought to

highlight violations of press freedom, call for the release of imprisoned journalists, and

push for legal reforms. These diplomatic efforts often aim to hold governments

accountable for their actions.

Digital Media and Citizen Journalism
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The rise of digital media and citizen journalism has opened new avenues for free

expression and reporting. Individuals and independent media platforms have utilized

social media, blogs, and digital news outlets to circumvent traditional forms of

censorship. While this has empowered individuals to share information and express

themselves, it has also led to challenges related to the spread of misinformation and

disinformation, necessitating efforts to promote digital media literacy and responsible

online reporting.

Media Reform and Legal Frameworks

Many countries have attempted to address the issue by implementing legal reforms

to protect and promote freedom of the press. These reforms may include changing or

repealing restrictive media laws, enacting laws to protect journalists, and establishing

independent regulatory bodies to oversee media practices. For example, Tunisia's

adoption of a more liberal legal framework following the 2011 revolution allowed for

greater press freedom and more independent journalism.

UN Resolutions

UN Security Council Resolution 2222 (2015): This resolution reaffirms the

importance of protecting journalists in conflict situations and emphasizes the role of the

media in conflict prevention and peacebuilding. It condemns all attacks against

journalists and media workers and calls for accountability for such attacks. UN Security

Council Resolution 2222 is significant in the Arab region, where journalists often face

extreme risks, especially in areas affected by conflict. The resolution underscores the

international community's commitment to protecting journalists and ensuring their ability

to report without fear, promoting transparency and accountability.

UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/68/163 (2013): This resolution focuses

on the safety of journalists and combating impunity for crimes against them. It
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emphasizes the importance of free and independent media for the promotion of

democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. In the Arab region, where journalists

frequently face threats and violence, this resolution is crucial in raising awareness of the

need to protect journalists, investigate attacks against them, and bring perpetrators to

justice. It reaffirms the international community's commitment to ensuring the safety of

journalists in the Arab region and worldwide.

Possible Solutions

Protection and Support for Journalists

Ensuring the safety and well-being of journalists is a fundamental requirement for

maintaining a free and independent media. This solution addresses the critical issue of

journalist safety, offering legal protection, and seeking to eliminate impunity for crimes

committed against journalists. Implementation involves establishing dedicated law

enforcement units and legal frameworks specifically designed to investigate and

prosecute attacks on journalists. Additionally, it includes offering comprehensive training

and resources to journalists to enhance their safety, both physically and in the digital

realm. These measures help protect those on the front lines of reporting. Furthermore, a

robust reporting mechanism for journalists to identify threats, receive protection, or

access legal support should be established. Promoting international conventions and

resolutions that reinforce the commitment to journalist safety is also a crucial part of this

solution.

Reform of Media Regulations and Legal Frameworks

Reforming outdated or restrictive media regulations and legal frameworks is a

pivotal step towards creating an environment where media outlets can operate freely and

without fear of legal repercussions. This solution focuses on the critical principle that

journalism is a public good and a cornerstone of democracy. The implementation of this

Page 12 of 14 | AL



Dubai International Academy Model United Nations 2024

solution entails conducting comprehensive reviews of existing media laws and

regulations to identify restrictive clauses and practices. Subsequently, amendments or

repeal of laws that impose unjust restrictions on press freedom and freedom of speech

should occur. The development of transparent, independent regulatory bodies is essential

to oversee media practices and address ethical violations, ensuring media accountability.

Importantly, legal reforms must align with international human rights standards and best

practices, and governments should engage in a transparent and consultative process to

ensure the fairness of these reforms.
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